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WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 
NATURE OF THE DATA 


The data presented here are taken from the Statistical Health Reports, 
Form 86ab, rendered weekly to the Office of The Surgeon General by every 
hospital and separate dispensary in the continental United States. Troops 
in transit and certain small detachments are not required to submit reports; 
for this and other reasons, total strength of reporting units has been con- 
sistently about lpercent below the actual strength of the Army inthis coun- 
try. The mean strength shown for individual stations is that of Army person- 
nel attached or assigned for medical care and does not include organizations 
not on the post but dependent on the station for hospitalization. 


Because of the desirability of placing the information in circulation 
at the earliest possible time following its receipt, figures are in general 
shown herein as reported. Where there is some doubt as to the accuracy of 
the reported figures, their verification is requested, and the fact that 
they have been so questioned is indicated by the symbol (!). 

MORBIDITY DATA : 

Admissions are reported only for cases hospitalized or confined to 
quarters and excused from duty for 24 hours or longer, except for certain 
cases carded for record only (chiefly venereal disease cases treated on a 
duty status, and deaths which occurred before admission to hospital or quar- 
ters). Admissions designated as "injury" comprise all traumatisms other than 
battle casuslties (i.e., morbid conditions due toexternal causes, includin 
poisons taken internally, results of exposure to heat, cold and light, an 
reactiona to medications as wellas various types of wounds not due to enemy 
action). Under present conditions there would not be any direct admissions 
in the continental United States properly classifiable as battle casualties. 
All cases other than those of injury or battle casualty are classified as 
"disease." The presence of Ports of Embarkation and of large numbers of 
Casuals admitted showld be borne in mind in making comparisons between Ser- 
vice Commands and individual stations. 


Admission rates are shown for all causes combined, for all diseases- 


combined, for injuries and for a tew’ specific diseases. These rates are 
presented on an annual basis to facilitate comparisons with corresponding 
rates inannual and monthly reports. Such annual rates of admission indicate 
the number of admissions per thousand mean strength which would occur over 
a year’s time if the current week’s experience continued for a year. 


The report also shows the number of cases of the more common communi- 
cable and certain other diseases of special interest. Appended is alist of 
cases reported for the rarer communicable and certain other diseases. 


The average proportion of the daily strength of the command which is 
confined to hospital or quarters (mean number of non-effectives per thousand 
strength) is given in the summary table for the total United States and for 
each of the Service Commands. This ratio may not be significant when the 
strength of aCommand is changing markedly or when'a Command has a relatively 
large number of General Hospitals. 


The number of enlisted men discharged during the week on Certificates 
of Disability for Discharge (CDD) are shown for individual stations. These 
data should be distinguished from the figures for "honorable discharges for 
physical and mental disqualification" assembled by The Adjutant General’s 
Office; the latter include discharges for inaptness in addition to CDD’s and 
are tabulated on a somewhat different basis (e.g., the April data represent 
April discharges processed by the AGO during April and May plus discharges 
prior to April which were processed in May). 


—-?—- 


MORTALITY DATA 


Recent studies indicate that the reporting of deaths on Forms 86ab is 
incomplete, especially in the case of deaths from injury. The resulting 
understatement in the mortality rate from injury may be as much as 15 per- 
cent and occasionally even more, but the death rate from disease is not 
materially understated. Therefore incomputing mortality rates from injury 
and from all causes on the basis of the corresponding numbers of deaths, as 
shown in this report, an appropriate adjustment for the underreporting of 
such deaths must be made. 


STATIONS WITH HIGHEST MORBIDITY RATES 


Included inthe report is atable listing the stations (having strength 
of 5000 or over) with the highest morbidity rates from all causes, from ail 
diseases combined, from injuries, and from a few specific diseases. Not 
infrequently, the excessively high rates of admission for all causes and for 
all diseases combined reported fromreception centers reflect a large number 
of venereal disease cases among newly inducted men. Therefore, more signi- 
ficant of high morbidity from disease are the rates of admission for disease 
excluding venereal infections existing prior to induction, which rates are 
also shown in the table. 


HOSPITALIZATION DATA 


Current hospitalization conditions are presented interms of total beds 
authorized, total beds occupied, and the percent of total beds authorized 
which are occupied. 


Total beds authorized are those defined in par.36h of AR 40-1080,Changes 
No. 2 and No. 3 and donot include beds indispensaries, convalescent facil- 
ities, venereal disease facilities andcollege or university training units. 


Regional Hospitals are distinguished from Station Hospitals by the 
letters (RH) appearing after thename of thestation. Likewise Convalescent 
Hospitals are denoted by the letters (CH). 


In the case of General Hospitals there are shown, in addition, the num- 
ber of Army patients admitted, the number disposed of during the week (by 
return to duty, transfer, death, CDD, or otherwise), and the number of such 
patients remaining in hospital (including convalescent facilities, if any) 
at the end of the week, subdivided by disease, injury, and battle casualty 
patients. The patient days of treatment are presented separately for hos- 
pital and for convalescent facilities. The bed capacity and beds occupied 
in convalescent facilities are also indicated. 


EXPLANATORY MATTER 


In reading the detail tables, it should be borne inmind that admission 
rates based onsmall numbers of cases are not reliable. For this reason the 
symbol (?) is placed after admission rates computed on the basis of 5 or 
fewer cases. 


Where the current week’s data for a particular station have not been 
received, the latest available figures are substituted therefor and the 
symbol (#) is placed after the name of the station. 
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|CURRENT MORBIDITY IN THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES 
JAll Causes: Disease and Injury: 
: During the week ending 20 October 1944, the ad- 
dmission rate from all causes remained the same as 

or the previous week or 570 per year per thousand 
trength. This rate is about 20 percent lower than 
or the corresponding week of 1943. Morbidity from 
Jdisease was likewise at the same figure as reported 
for the previous week (505 per thousand), which was 
Jalso about 20 percent under that for the corre- 
jeponding week of 1943, 


The admission rate from injury continued at 65 
er thousand. It is believed that this relatively 
ow figure reflects compliance with the recently 
issued directive regarding reportable injuries; this 
felarification provided that readmitted cases and 


Because of this, it may be anticipated that the 
Jinjury admission rate for some weeks to come may show 
hore of a downward tendency than would otherwise have 
prevailed. 


Respiratory Causes: 

Morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. increased 
or the fourth consecutive week to 95 per thousand 

or the current week, which is the highest rate re- 
ported since the week ending 26 May 1944; neverthe- 
ess, the admission rate for the current week is 7 
percent lower than for the corresponding week of 1943. 


The admission rate from pneumonia increased from 


r thousand to 9 a thousand for the current week 
nd was algo at the highest point since the end of 
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May; morbidity from this cause was nonetheless slightly 
lower than for the corresponding week of 1943, 


Common Communicable Diseases: 

Morbidity from venereal diseases, excluding cases 
contracted prior to entry into active service, increased 
slightly from 36 per thousand to 38 per thousand for the 
current week. Morbidity from these causes is about 35 
percent higher than for the corresponding week of 1943. 


Morbidity from diarrhea and dysentery decreased 
slightly to 9 per thousand for the current week and is 
at about the same level as for the corresponding period 


of 1943, 


fhe number of new cases of meningitis reported was 
18 or at about the same level as prevailed in September. 
The number of new cases of rheumatic fever increased 
sharply to 61 which is the highest figure reported since 
the middle of August, but well below the peak number of 
229 cases reported for the week ending 24 March 1944, 


During the current week, the cases of poliomyelitis 
numbered 12 as compared with an average of about 8 
during the preceding 5 weeks; this equals the previous 
peak of 12 cases reported for the week ending 1 Sep- 
tember. 


VARIATIONS IN MORBIDITY BY SERVICE CCMMAND Sie 
All Causes: Disease and Injury: 

The admission rate from disease continued the same 
in most of the Service Commands, In the First Service 
Command and the Military District of Washington sizable 


decreases were recorded, while significant increase 
were reported in the Third and Fifth Service omman 8. 
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NON-EFFECTIVE RATE 
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The Second Service Command reported the highest 


|morbidity from all causes (707 per thousand) and from 


|disease (649 per thousand). The lowest morbidity 
|from all causes (519 per thousand) and from disease 
1(447 per thousand) was registered in the Eighth 
|Service Command which in previous weeks had also re- 
|ported very low morbidity. 


. Increases in morbidity from injury of 10 percent 
tor more were reported by the First, Second, Fifth, 
jand Seventh Service Commands, while decreases of 
‘|similer magnitude were registered in the Third and 
sixth Service Commands, The Fourth and Fifth Service 
{Commands reported the highest morbidity from this 
|eause (about 70 per thousand), while the First 
‘|Service Command, with a rate of 52 per thousand, 
‘jshowed the lowest rate (followed by the Sixth and 
‘|Seventh Service Commands and the Military District 

; of Washington with rates of about 55 per thousand). 


ie tbat ory Causes: 

. The admission rate from colds, influenza, etc. 
‘jincreased significantly (by 10 percent or more) in 
‘|the Third and Seventh Service Commands. Siseable de- 
‘jcreases were reported by the First and Sixth Service 
{Commands and the Military District of Washington. 


F The Military District of Washington reported 
‘|the highest morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. 
-|(155 per thousand) followed by the Second Service 
|Command (144 per thousand). The Fourth and Bighth 
|Service Commands, with rates of about 82 per thousand 
‘|(or 5 percent greater than in the previous week), 
jreported the lowest morbidity from these causes. 


: Morbidity from pneumonia remained about the 
_|same in most Service Commands; however, significant 
jincreases did occur in the Fifth, Sixth, and Eighth 
{Service Commands. The Sixth Service Command, with a 
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rate of 19 per thousand or more than double that for thel 
country as a whole, reported the highest morbidity from | 


this cause. 


Common Communicable Diseases: 

Morbidity from "new" venereal (excluding wts) e 
cases increased sharply in the Fifth Service Command andj 
the Military District of Washington. As a result, the | 
Fifth Service Command reported the highest morbidity 
from these causes (69 per thousand) followed by the 
First and Second Service Commands with rates somewhat inj 
excess of 55 per thousand. The high experience of the | 
First and Second Service Commands is due in part to the 
presence of task force troops not under the jurisdiction 
of these commends. 


Morbidity from diarrhea and dysentery was Ipwer in 
all Service Commands except the Fifth and Ninth where 
emall increases occurred, The Seventh Service Command, 
with a rate of 15 per thousand, reported the highest 
morbidity from this cause. 


NON-EFFECTIVE RATE: | 
The non-effective rate increased for the fourteenth] 
consecutive week to 48.2 per thousand; this is the 
highest rate recorded during this war. More than 25 | 
percent of the current non-effective rate arises from | 
days of treatment for cases evacuated from overseas 
theaters. The non-effective rate for personnel 
stationed in this country is estimated to be lower than ; 
in 1943, 


Cs | | ) Ree ies ah Pre ie ecg RESTRICTED 

ree | HOSPITALIZATION DATA 

ae | , | CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES ; 
NUMBER | 


He) CAS OF 
END OF WEEK) 


160,000 


NUMBER 7 
END OF WEEK) ; 
Be ALL HOSPITALS 
ak 400,000 ommmmmms BED CAPACITY ** 
Rive uy) ememes BEDS OCCUPIED 
ries 
. a 


200,000 

tea ; 4 

na 

Bees Of | 

a sega JAN APR JULY OcT JAN APR JULY OCT 
fir 

Z NUMBER 


STATION 
HOSPITALS* 


(EXCLUDING CONVALESCENT HOSPITALS) 


REGIONAL 
HOSPITALS 


~ §0,000 


Has 


(AS OF 
ENO OF WEEK) 


400,000 q 
300,000 
200,000 q 
100,000 


NUMBER 


(AS OF 
END OF WEEK) 


150,000 


100,000 — 


50,000 
+- P ‘ 
sai { 16) 
ne JAN APR JULY OCT JULY OCT JULY OCT a 
*EXCLUSIVE OF BEDS REPORTED IN DISPENSARIES, CONVALESCENT FACILITIES, t ALSO INCLUDES BEDS IN NON-FIXED HOSPITALS AT MANEUVER AREAS, a 
RESTRICTED VENEREAL DISEASE FACILITIES, AND COLLEGE. TRAINING UNITS, ry. 
ARMY SERVICE FORCES, OFFICE OF THE SURGEON GENERAL 
aa [RESTRICTED | “ “AFTER JUNE 1944 DATA ARE FOR AUTHORIZED BEDS oe MEDICAL STATISTICS DIVISION, HEALTH REPORTS BRANCH 
ten Pye 


+* 2 


TPT REMAINING UNDER TREATMENT: 

The total number of Army patients remaining in 
pspital at the end of the week represented a rate of 
la73 per thousand strength. The number of neuropsy- 

chiatric cases remaining as of 20 October 1944 was 
reported at 20,383 or about 40 more than the previous 
jweek; out of the 20,383 cases 10,268 were in General 
|Hospitals. The number of neuropsychiatric cases 
‘|remaining was at the highest point during this war. 


ce The number of non-battle injury patients remaining 

under treatment in hospital and quarters as of 20 
jOctober 1944 totaled about 31,000. The number of 

‘| battle casualty patients remaining increased by about 
11,300 to 23,213; all but 377 of these were in General 

Hospitals. 


: CERTIFICATES OF DISABILITY FOR DISCHARGE: 

: During the week ending 20 October 1944 the total 
‘|number of enlisted men discharged by CDD was 4,959 or 
jabout 100 more than the previous week, About 45 per~ 
‘jcent of these discharges were reported by General 

| Hospitals. 


: Included among the 4,959 CDD's ware 1,921 neuro- 
: jpsychiatric cases, representing 39 percent of the 
‘jtotels; the number of such cases among the previous 
_|week's CDD's was 1,761 or 36 percent of the total. 


|CURRENT HOSPITAL CONDITIONS: 

The total authorized beds in General, Regional, 

'|Station, and Convalescent Hospitals as of 20 October 

(41944 numbered about 259,000 or the same as at the end 

jof the previous week. The total mumber of beds occie 
pied was 152,000 (or 59 percent of the total beds 
authorised) which was about 2,000 less than at the 
end of the previous month. 


4 The total authorized beds in General Hospitals 
|(exclusive of beds in convalescent facilities) 
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numbered 114,313. The total beds occupied in General 


Hodis tal» were ae 8? 719 (or 56 percent of the pe ape ree 
beds) whi about more than at the end of 


fhe bed capacity of convalescent facilities in 
General Hospitals was 22,002-<an increase of about 500 | 
due in part to the initial reporting of convalescent 
facilities at Madigan G.H. The total beds occupied in| 
such convalescent facilities was 7,192 or 33 percent 
of the total bed capacity. The above figures include 
10,861 convalescent facilities beds (3,520 or 32 per~ 
cent occupied) at the seven General and Convalescent 
Hospitals, 


On page 27 there are presented summary data on 
Aray and non-Amy patients at General Hospitals as of 
20 October 1944. Also shown is a subdivision of hos- 
pital beds available in General Hospitals. 


Station Hospitals (as distinct from Regional and 
Convalescent Hospitals) reported about 82,000 total 
authorized beds, while Regional Hospitals reported 
about 60,000 beds. ‘The mumber of beds occupied at 
Station Hospitals was about 45,000 or 55 percent of 
total authorized beds. The beds occupied at Regional 
Hospitals numbered about 40,000 or 67 percent of total 
authorized beds. 


Not included among the station hospitals are 13 
which are designated as Convalescent Hospitals (ZI). 
These hospitals reported 3,039 authorized hospital 
beds (2,505 or 82 percent occupied) and in addition 
20,192 beds in convalescent facilities (5,182 or 26 
percent occupied). 


Twenty-one stations reported more beds occupied as 
of 20 October 1944 than authorized. 
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WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 
SUMMARY DATA FOR GENERAL HOSPITALS | 


AS OF 20 OCTOBER 


OCCUPYING GENERAL HOSPITAL BEDS 59,096 
HOSPITAL PATIENTS ON SICK LEAVE, FURLOUGH,ETC 11,710 


TOTAL 10, 806 


1944 


OTHER U.S. ARMED FORCES 

ALLIED AND NEUTRAL ARMED FORCES 
PRISONERS OF WAR 

CIVILIANS 


TOTAL NON-ARMY PATIENTS 


TOTAL HOSPITAL PATIENTS 


AT END OF MONTH 


BEDS IN GENERAL HOSPITALS 


NON-ARMY 
2,114 


TOTAL 


JANUARY 
FEBRUARY 2,117 
MARCH 2,511 
APRIL 2,456 
MAY 2,644 
JUNE 722 
JULY 
AUGUST 
SEPTEMBER 


| TOTAL BEDS 114,313 
DEBARKATION BEDS 

PRISONER OF WAR BEDS 

CREDITS FOR VAF 

ALLOWANCE FOR DISPERSION (15% 

PROVISION FOR NON-ARMY 


NOT AVAILABLE FOR DEFINITIVE TREATMENT 
AVAILABLE FOR DEFINITIVE TREATMENT 
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& Letterman. 
Pa. 


GENERAL 
HOSPITAL 


Ingland, N. J. (CH) 


Halloran, McGuire, Stark 


Lovell, Mass, (CH) 


SECOND SERVICE COMMAND 


Halloran, NW. Y. 
Valley Forge, 
FORM SG~396D REVISED | JUNE 1944 


Cushing, Mase. 
Deshon, Pa. 


RECEIVING AND EVACUATION HOSPITALS 
Madiges 


ALL OTHER HOSPITALS 


FIRST SERVICE COMMAND 


THIRD SERVICE COMMAND 


TOTAL GENERAL HOSPITALS 10921 
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GENERAL 
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DeWitt, Calif. 
Dibble, Calif 
Madigan, Wa 


Bushnell, Utah 


Baxter, Wash. 


_WINTH SERVICE 
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a = McCloskey, Tex. 


LaGarde, La. 
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WEEK ENDING 20 October 19 


| COCCIDIOIDOMYCOSIS (14) 


4-Minter Fld., Calif. 
10-Roberts, Cp., Calif. 


| MENINGITIS(OTHER FORMS) (1) 
1-Swift, Cp., Tex. 


DYSENTERY AMEBiC (5) 


1-Kennedy G.He, Tenn. 
1-Wheeler, Cp., Ga. 
1-Van Dorn, Cp., Miss. 
1-Crowder, Cp., Mo. 
l-Love Fld., Tex. 


LYMPHOCYTIC CHORIO MENINGITIS (2 


1-Bragzg, Ft., N.C. 
| 1-Will Rogers Fld., Okla. 


— FORM sG— 902 = 6 July 195 


RESTRICTED 


ba 


DIPHTHERIA (4) 


l-Bruns G.H., N.Mex. 
3-Los Angeles, PoE, Calif. 


TYPHUS FEVER (3) 


l1-Cochran Fld., Fla. 
l-Hunter Fld., Ga. 
1-Orlando, AAF, Fla. 


KERATOCONJUNCTIVITIS (5) 


l-Blanding, Cp., Fla. 
l-Rucker, Cp., Ala. 
l-Jos. T. Robinson, Cp., 
Ark. 
l-San Marcos, AAF, Tex. 
1-Yuma, AAF, Ariz. 


RELAPSING FEVER (2) 


; l-Langley Fld., Va. 
1-Sheppard Fld., Tex. 


‘LIST OF CASES OF DISEASES WHICH ARE OF SPECIAL INTEREST 


_ WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 


LISTING LIMITED TO 
STATIONS REPORTING 
10 OR MORE CASES 


INFECTIOUS HEPATITIS (67) 


2-Hamilton, Ft., N.Y. 
l-Mitchel Fld., N.Y. 
1-Rhoads G.H., N.Y. 
2-Shanks, Cpe, N.Y. 
3-Pickett, Cp., Va. 
2-Reynolds, Cp., Pa. 

| 2-Benning, Ft., Ga. 
1-Boca Raton Fld., Fla. 
3-Bragg, Ft., N. C. 
l-Greenwood, AAF, Miss. 
l-Hendricks Fld., Ga. 
l-McClellan, Ft., Ala. 
2-Robins Fld., Ga. 
2-Rucker, Cp., Ala. 
2-Shelby, Cp., Miss. 
2-Stewart, Cp., Ga. 
1-Van Dorn, Cp., Miss. 
1-Breockinridge, Cp., Ky. 
5-Knox, Ft., Ky. 
l-Nichols G.H., Ky. 
2-Patterson Fld., Ohio 
3-Chanute Fld., Ill. 
1-Chicago Gen. Disp., Ill. 
l-Ellis, Cp., Ill. 
3-Mayo, G.H., Ill. 
1-Truax Fld., Wis. 
l-Atlanta PoW, Cp., Nebr. 
l-Alexandria, AAF, La. 
1-Bowie, Cp., Tex. 
2-Brooke G.H., Tex. 
1-Esler Fld., La. 
l-Gruber, Cp., Okla. 
l-Howze, Cp., Tex. 
l-Livingston, Cp., La. 
l-Moore Fld., Tex. 
2-New Orleans, PoE, La. 
1-Sheppard Fld., Tex. 
l-Haan, Cp., Calif. 
1-March Fld., Calif. 
l-Muroc, AAF, Calif. 
1-Ord, Ft., Calif. 
3-Santa Ana, AAB, Calif. 


MALARIA ACQUIRED IN U.S.(9) 


l-Indiantown Gap, Pa. 
1-Bragg, Ft., N.C. 
1-Dyersburg, AAF, Tenn. 
l-Miss. Ord. Plant, Miss. 
1-Walterboro, AAF, S.C. 
1-Selfridge Fld., Mich. 
1-Fitzsimons G,! es Colo. 
l-Jos. T. Robinson, Opes 
rk. 


1-Benicia Arsenal, Calif. 


POLIOMYELITIS (12) 


l-Lovell G.H., Mass. 
1-Walter Reed G.H., D.C. 
1-Benning, Ft., Ga. 
1-Florence, AAF, S.C 
1-Baer Fld., Ind. 

1l-Percy Jones G.H., Mich. 
2-Ashburn G.H., Tex. 
1-Bowie, Cp., Tex. 
1-Brooke G.H., Tex. 
l-Midland, AAF, Tex. 
l1-Ephrata, AAB, Wash. 


STREPTOCOCCAL SORE THROAT | 


13-Lincoln, AAF, Nebr. 


FILARIASIS (6) 


3-Moore G.H., N.C. 
l-Livingston, Cp., La. 

1-Santa Maria, AAF, Calif. 
DELAYED REPORT: 

Week Ending 10 

l-Haean, Cp., Calif. 


ANKYLOSTOMIASIS (10) 


2-Foster G.H. ry Miss. 
2=Brouxe GH. r Tex. 
6-Wolters, Cp., Tex. 


TULAREMIA (2) 


1-Shelby, Cp., Miss. 
l-Hulen, Cp., Tex. 


UNDULANT FEVER (1) 


1-Bainbridge, AAF, Fla. 


M’COCCIC MENINGITIS 
AT GENERAL HOSPITALS 
AND STATIONS UNDER > 
5000 STRENGTH 


1-Bradley Fld., Conn. 
l-Hulen, Cp., Tex. 

1-Oakland Area Hosp., — 
Calif. 


TYPHOID FEVER (1) 


‘1-Wolters, Cp., Tex. 


ARMY SERVICE FORCES _ 
OFFICE OF THE SURGEON GENER 
MEDICAL STATISTICS DIVISION 
HEALTH REPORTS BRANCH ~ 
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ATURE OF THE DATA: 

iH The data of this Supplementary Report, like those 
If the Weekly Health Reports, have been taken from 
forms 86ab rendered weekly to the Office of The Surgeon 
yeneral by every hospital and separate dispensary in 
the continental United States. However, unlike the 
weekly Health Reports which are compiled on the basis 
of the figures as received, so as to place the infor- 
Gation in circulation at the earliest possible time, 
the figures here presented for the five week period 
ending 29 September 1944 include the great majority of 
the corrected reports as well as reports received too 
late to be incorporated in the Weekly Health Report. 


iy This Supplementary Report covers morbidity and 
Mortality data for all individual stations with a 
strength of 1000 or over and gives details for ad- 
fissions from venereal diseases and for neuropsychi- 
atric cases. 


Charts showing morbidity trends from all causes, 
from all diseases combined, from injury, and from 
colds, influenza, etc. are presented on page 35. Simi- 
lar charts for specified diseases appear on pages 37, 
39, and 41. A chart showing mortality trends is pre- 
sented on page 43. A summary for the month of the 
number of admissions and corresponding morbidity rates 
and of the number of deaths and corresponding mortali- 
ty rates for the United States as a whole and for the 
service Commands is given on page 44. The most perti- 
ent morbidity data for individual stations are pre- 
mted on pages 47 to 72. On pages 73 and 74 the six 
stations with the highest rates of admission during 


me path, are shown for each of the morbidity cate- 
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“COMMENT ON RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 


20 percent below the rate for September 1943. 
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In reading the detailed tables, it should . 
borne in mind that morbidity (or mortality) rates 
based on small numbers of cases are not reliable. For 
this reason the symbol "?" has been placed after rates] 
computed on the basis of 5 or fewer cases. Attention 
is directed to the definitions of admissions and ad- 
mission rates and the discussion of the proportion of — 
total Army strength included in the stations covered | 
by this Report as given on page 2. The term "month" — 
in this report is used to denote the four or five week 
period based on the number of Fridays in the calendar 
month. 


MORBIDITY FROM ALL CAUSES: DISEASE AND INJURY 
Morbidity from all causes and from disease was 
about 5 percent higher in September than in August. 
The Navy's morbidity experienced for shore stations in| 
the continental United States has shown a similar in- | 
crease in September over August. September is the 
first month since December 1943 to record an increase 
in admission rates. Since the last peak rate recorded 
in December 1943, the Army's admission rate from dis- 
ease has declined about 50 percent, almost entirely be- 
cause of the seasonal decrease in morbidity from colds,j 
influenza, etc. The September admission rate from all] 
causes (573 per year per thousand strength) while the by 
highest in the last four months was nonetheless almost] 


% 


The admission rate from injury decreased to 67 | 
per thousand which except for April is the lowest rate] 
recorded this year. Current morbidity from this cause 
is almost 20 percent under that for the corresponding 
month of 194 - 
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The admission rate from disease for the firet nine able increase in morbidity from these causes occurred. 
-|months of 1944 was 578 per thousand or about 20 per- Nevertheless, the rate for September 1944 was almost 20 
|cent lower than for the corresponding period of 1943. percent lower than for September 1943 and 85 percent § | 

|The admission rate for injury for the first three under the peak rate of December 1943. Morbidity from 
|quarters of 1944 was 69 per thousand or almost 20 these causes daring the first nine months of 1944 was — 
[percent lower than for the same period in 1943, about 35 percent lower than during 1943. 


Higher morbidity from disease for September as Morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. increased by 
compared with August was reported by every Service 20 percent or more in all Service Commands except the 
Command. The largest increases occurred in the Fourth and Ninth; the latter reported an increase of 
Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Service Commands, all of about 15 percent, while the former only a fractional 
-|which showed rises of at least 10 POE) in the ad. rise, The Second Service Command again reported the 
[mission rate. , highest morbidity from these causes (120 per thousand) , 


while the lowest rate occurred in the Eighth Service 
The Fifth Service Command reported in September = Command (66 per thousand). 


|the highest admission rate from all causes and from | 
disease (both about 15 percent higher than for the Morbidity from all forms of pneumonia increased by 
|country as a whole). The lowest admission rate from about 10 percent from the minimum rate for this war re- 
all causes and from disease was registered in the corded in August. This is the first time this year 
Eighth Service Command (both about 10 percent under that the admission rate from this cause has turned | 
‘|those for the United States as a whole), closely upward, but nonetheless, it was about 20 percent lower — 
[followed by the Seventh Service Command, Unlike than for September 1943. Morbidity from pneumonia for | 
|previous months, there was considerable variation in the first nine months of 1944 was at a rate of 12.4 per 
_|the admission rate from disease as between Service thousand or about 25 percent lower than for the same 
# “apa period in 1943. 


: The highest morbidity from injury was reported The Sixth Service Command continued to experience 
_|by the Fourth Service Command (74 per thousand), by far the highest morbidity from this cause; the Sep-_ 
|elosely followed by the Fifth and Bighth Service Com- tember admission rate in this Service Command was about 
mands. The lowest admission rates were recorded in 25 percent higher than in August and almost double the | 
_|the Sixth Service Command and the Military District September rate for the country as'a whole, : 
lof Washington, both of which had rates somewhat less 


|than 50 per thousand. In September, atypical pneumonia accounted for 


almost 75 percent of the total admissions for pneumonia 

RESPIRATORY DISEASES: or a slightly lower proportion than in August. The per. 
The September admission rate from colds, influ- centages of pneumonia cases diagnosed as atypical were 
jenza, etc. was 81 per thousand or about 20 percent highest in the Military District of Washington and the 


jin excess of the corresponding rate for August. This Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Service Commands, in all of 
jie the first month this year during which an appreci- which the proportion was 80 percent or mc 
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DIARRHEA AND DYSENTERY: 

Morbidity from diarrhea and dysentery decreased 
only slightly in September. In previous years there 
had been a considerable decline from August to Sep- 
ember, but this did not occur in 191} in part be- 
ause morbidity from these causes had been at a low 
level during the summer months. 


The admission rate from diarrhea and dysentery 
for September 1944 was about 30 percent lower than 
for the corresponding month in 1943. Morbidity from 
these causes for the first three quarters of 194 
vas about 25 percent lower than during the first nine 
months of 1943. The Seventh Service Command reported 
the highest morbidity from these causes during the 
current month. 


VENEREAL DISEASES: 
Morbidity from venereal diseases, excluding 
cases contracted prior to entry into active service, 
increased by about 5 percent in September to 37.4 
per thousand which is the highest admission rate 
from these causes since February 1942, The Navy's 
experience with venereal diseases was also somewhat 
higher in September and the highest at least since 
anuary 1943. Despite this relatively unfavorable 
experience from all forms of venereal disease, mor- 
bidity from syphilis decreased steadily until June 
1944 and has shown only a small increase since. 
Likewise, the admission rate from venereal diseases 
other than syphilis and gonorrhea has decreased 
steadily and during September was at the lowest point 
reached during this war. The sharp increase in mor- 
bidity from gonorrhea has been responsible for the 
rise in admission rete for all venereal diseases. 
For the first nine months of 1944 morbidity from all 
forms of venereal disease, excluding EPTS cases, has 
been about 20 percent higher than for the same 
period of 1943, 
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ment on 29 September are shown below: 
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Markedly higher morbidity from venereal diseases, 
excluding EPTS cases, was reported in September by the 
Seventh and Highth Service Commands; only in the Second. 
and Ninth Service Commands and the Military District of 
Washington were significant decreases recorded. 


The highest morbidity from these causes was re- 
ported by the Fifth Service Command, which had a rate 
more than 50 percent higher than for the country as a 
whole, Relatively high admission rates were also re- 
ported by the First and Sixth Service Commands, while 
low rates were recorded in the Ninth Service Command and 
the Military District of Washington. 


Morbidity represented by venereal EPTS cases was 
reported at § per thousand during September against 10 
per thousand for August. The admission rate from this 
ceuse has been decreasing steadily during recent months 
as a result of the downward trend in the number of men 
inducted into the Army. Variations in the admission 
rate for venereel EPTS cases as between Service Commands} 
have relatively little significance, because they re- | 
flect a different geographical and racial distribution 
of Army personnel as compared with that of new inductees, 

The venereal disease cases remaining under treat- 


rvice Venereal Disease Cases | 
Comma Under Treatment as Percent of all cases 
Syphilis Qther 8 Other 
TOTAL US. 1445 “1763 5 ae 
I 42 38 9 8 
TI 59 83 05 eo? 
III 182 176 1.6 1.6 
MDW 20 47 05 1.2 
IV 331 323 08 8 
V 132 190 | 14 
VI 28 96 o& 1.2 
VII 40 186 3 1.4 
VIII 386 353 1.2 2 
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The great bulk of the cases remaining were contracted 
after entry on active service. The number of syphilis 
cases remaining at the end of September was about the 
same as for August, while the number of cases of other 
venereal diseases decreased 9 percent. Total venereal 
cases represented 1.97 percent of the total number of 
patients remaining under treatment in hospital. The 
very much longer duration of hospitalization for 
syphilis is indicated by the fact that only 11 percent 
of the total venereal admissions (excluding EPTS cases) 
were for this cause, even though 45 percent of the 
cases remaining under treatment were syphilis cases. 


The total number of days lost from duty during 
September because of venereal disease was about 
119,000 or an average of almost 24,000 per week; 
this represented a non-effective rate of .90 per 
thousand which was about the same as in June, July, 
and August. 


The very much higher incidence of venereal 
disease among colored as contrasted with white 
personnel is indicated in the chart on page 37. 

For colored troops in 1944, morbidity from venereal 
disease, excluding EPTS cases, has been consistently 
about seven times as high as for the remainder of the 
Army, while for EPTS cases the colored admission rate 
has been about 30 times as high. More detailed data 
as to the August incidence of venereal diseases by 
color are presented in the Supplementary Health Report 
contained in Weekly Health Report No. 38 (page 33). 


MEASLES: 
Morbidity from measles decreased seasonally to .1l 
per thousand, which is the lowest level recorded during 
the current war. For the first 9 months of 1944 mor- 
bidity from this cause was about 60 percent lower than 
during the corresponding period of 1943. 
MUMFS: 
Morbidity from mumps decreased by about 20 
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in September, but remained nevertheless more than five 
times as high as the rate for either measles or scar- 
let fever. The September 1944 rate is approximately 
the same as for the corresponding month of either 1942 
or 1943; judging from that experience the admission 
rate for mumps may be expected to decrease further 
during the next month. For the first 9 months of 1944 
morbidity from this cause was about 40 percent lower 
than for the same period in 1943. 


SCARLET FEVER: 

Morbidity from scarlet fever decreased slightly 
in September and was at a rate of only .2 per thousand 
This is believed to be close to the minimum level that 
may be anticipated for the next few months. Unlike the 
morbidity experienced from measles and mumps, the ad—- — 
mission rate from scarlet fever for the first 9 months 
of 1944 was only slightly lower than for the first 
three quarters of 1943. 


MENINGOCOCCIC MENINGITIS: 

Morbidity from meningitis remaired at .3 per 
thousand during September. This is the same as during 
the period from September through November 1943 when 
the lowest morbidity from this cause was recorded in 
1943. The admission rate from meningitis for the first 
9 months of 1944 was 50 percent lower than for the same 
period of 1943. 


RHEUMATIC FEVER: 
Morbidity from rheumatic fever decreased by about 
40 percent in September and was almost 70 percent under 
the peak rate reported for the period from March to } 
of this year. Morbidity from this cause is at about — 
the same level as during September 1943 and as low as 
that registered in any month since January 1943. The 
Seventh Service Command, with a rate about 4 times as 
high as that for the remainder of the country, re- 
ported the highest morbidity from this cause. 
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COMMENT ON RECENT 
TUBERCULOSIS : 
Morbidity from tuberculosis was at a somewhat 
| lower level during September than in August. As of 
29 September 1944 there were 1408 cases of tubercu- 
losis remaining under treatment; these represented 
-86 percent of the total number of patients in the 
hospital. Of the 1408 cases remaining, 648 were at 
Fitzsimons G.H. and 330 at Bruns G.H.; the total at 
these two hospitals representing almost 70 percent of 
the 1408 cases. 


MALARIA: 

Morbidity from malaria acquired in the United 
States was reported at .2 per thousand or the same as 
for the previous two months and slightly lower than 
for September 1943. 


The number of cases of malaria presumably acquired 
overseas which were admitted or readmitted for treat— 
ment in hospitals in this country averaged about 860 
per week or almost 20 percent above the weekly average 


for August and by far the highest figure so far recorded. 


As of 29 September 1944, there were 2183 cases of 
malaria remaining under treatment, representing 1.3 per- 
cent of the total patients remaining under treatment in 
hospital (as compared with a revised figure of 2,009 
remaining as of 25 August). Only 26 of these 2183 cases 
of malaria were those where the disease was acquired in 
the United States. 


NEUROPSYCHIATRIC DISORDERS: 

The annual rate of admission for neuropsychiatric 
disorders increased sharply in September (by 25 percent) 
to 45.9 per thousand; this is the highest rate recorded 
in the United States during this war. In large part 
this increase reflects the effects of WD Cir. 370, 


12 September 1944, which provided that enlisted men not 
meeting the minimum standards for induction for whom 


Suitable assignments were not available could be dis- 
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charged. Increase in the admission rate occurred in 
all Service Commands except the First, Second, and 
Sixth, with the sharpest rises occurring in the Fourth, 
Fifth, Seventh, and Ninth Service Commands. The cur- | 
rent admission rate from this cause is about 30 per- | 
cent higher than that for September 1943 which was 
the highest rate during that year. 


The Fourth Service Command reported by far the 
highest morbidity from neuropsychiatric disorders 
(61 per thousand), while the lowest rate was reported 
in the Sixth Service Command and the Military Dis- 
trict of Washington. 


During September there was an average of 1660 
CDD's per week given to enlisted men who were classi- 
fied as neuropsychiatric cases as compared with an 
average of only about 1400 per week in August. In 
September the CDD's for neuropsychiatric disorders 
represented 42 percent of all CDD's, or about the 
same proportion as for the previous 4 months. 


The entire increase in neuropsychiatric admis- 
sions was accounted for by psychiatric cases rather 
than organic neurological ones. As a result, psychi- | 
atric cases accounted for 94 percent of the total 
neuropsychiatric admissions. Organic neurological 
cases accounted for 10 percent or more of the ad- 
missions only in the Military District of Washington 
and the Fifth Service Command. 


The number of neuropsychiatric cases remaining 
under treatment as of 29 September 1944 was 19,346 
or about 3,200 more than at the end of August. 
Almost all of the increase was accounted for by 
open ward cases which stood at the highest level 
recorded so far during this war. Neuropsychiatric 


ases remaining represented 11.9 percent of all pa- 
tients in Goapital; open ward accounted for 8.8 


percent and locked ward cases for 3.1 percent. 
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MORTALITY: 

Mortality from all causes during September was 
reported at 2.22 per year per thousand, or about the 
same as the rate for April which was the lowest re- 
corded for any month during this war, The mortality 
rate from disease at .5}/per thousand was the lowest 
registered since November 1943, 


It should be noted that reporting of deaths on 
Forms 86ab is known to be incomplete, especially for 
deaths from injury for which the understatement may 
have been as great as 15 percent. The mortality rate 
from injury when adjusted to allow for under-reporting 
would be about 1.9 per thousand, resulting in an esti- 
mated total death rate from all causes of 2.4 per 
thousand, 


For the first nine months of 1944 the mortality 
rate of the Army in the United States has been re—- 
ported at .56 per thousand. The corresponding death 
rate from injuries adjusted for under-reporting is 
estimated at 2.15 per thousand, producing a total 
death rate of about 2.7 per thousand, 


NON-EFFECTIVE RATE: 
The non-effective rate for September was re- 
ported at 41.7 per thousand strength or 9 percent 
higher than in August; most of this increase arose 
because of an increase in hospital population at 
eneral Hospitals. Despite lower admission rates, 
the non-effective rate for September 1944 was 9 per- 
cent higher than for September 1943; this increase is 
more apparent than real since it is the result of the 
inclusion of days lost in General Hospitals by 
pvacuees from overseas, who account for over 25 per- 
ent of the non-effective rate. The non-effective 
ate from injury in September was 8.3 per thousand, 
hich is somewhat higher than in previous monthe. 
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Variations in the non-effective rate by Service 
Command do not reflect so much the variations in mor- 
bidity between Service Commands as the varying number 
of General Hospitals in each Service Command, When 
comparisons are made between the non-effective rates 
excluding General Hospitals, the variations in the non- 
effective rate by Service Command are seen to be very 
much smaller than when the days lost in General Hospi- 
tals are included, as evidenced in the table below: 


Service Including Excluding 
Command Gen. Hosp. Gen. Hosp. 
TOTAL U.S. 41.7 24.4 
I 50.4 16.1 
II 48.5 17.8 
III 4g 27.7 
MDW 69.4 21.8 
IV 36.6 28.0 
V 59.4 21.5 
vI 50.3 18.9 
VII 37.1 22.8 
VIII a 21.9 
Ix 3 28.2 
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